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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears bellow. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as proved 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

2. Formal drawings are required to be submitted because the handwritings in the 
original drawings are not clear. 

3. Authorization for this Examiner's Amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Mr. Sean L. Ingram (Reg. No. 48,283) on May 23, 2005. 

In the Claims : 

Claims 1-3, 7, 9, 13, 15, 18, 22, 24-26, 28, 31, 35, 38-47 and 49 have 
been amended. See the attachment for details. 

Reasons for allowance 

4. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
Applicant's claimed invention distinguished over the prior art for the following 

reasons. The claims are allowable over the prior art of record because none of the 
references, either alone or in combination, discloses or renders obvious the method for 
managing a plurality of messages stored in a plurality individual messaging accounts 
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comprising of the steps of accessing the selected ones of the plurality of individual 
messaging accounts by providing the corresponding passwords and/or user IDs to the 
selected ones of the plurality of individual messaging accounts and retrieving a report of 
messages that are pending from the selected ones of the plurality of individual 
messaging accounts, wherein the messages that are pending include one or more 
messages that are new and one or more messages that have been reported in a 
previous report. 

Conclusion 

5. Any comments considering necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jinsong Hu whose telephone number is (571) 272-3965. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8:00 am - 5:00 pm) First Friday Off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John A. Follansbee, can be reached on (571 ) 272-3964. The fax number for 
Group 2100 is (703) 872-9306. 



Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of the application should 
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be directed to the Group receptionist at (703) 305-3900. 



Jinsong Hu ^ 
May 26, 2005 

VIETD.VU 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



1 . (Currently Amended) A method of managing a plurality of messages 
stored in a plurality of individual messaging accounts, the method comprising: 

providing an account database associated with a server, wherein the 
account database stores at least one of passwords 0LaB4 user IDs 
corresponding to the plurality of individual messaging accounts; 

receiving an access request to access selected ones of the plurality of 
individual messaging accounts, wherein the selected ones of the plurality of 
individual messaging accounts are determined based on information associated 
with a user; 

authorizing access to the server based on authorization information 
associated with the user; 

accessing the account database to retrieve at least one of the passwords 
or af^ the user IDs corresponding to the selected ones of the plurality of 
individual messaging accounts; 

accessing the selected ones of the plurality of individual messaging 
accounts by providing the corresponding passwords and/or user IDs to the 
selected ones of the plurality of individual messaging accounts; and 

retrieving a report of messages that are pending from the selected ones of 
the plurality of individual messaging accounts , wherein the messages that are 
pending include one or more messages that are new and one or more messages 
that have been reported in a previous reoort . 

2. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 further comprising: 

creating a consolidated message list, including at least the messages 
p e nding in the refior ls ele cted on o c of th e plura li ty of i nd i v i dual moGcag i ng 
accounts ; 

transmitting the consolidated message list as an output; and 
presenting the consolidated message list on a user interface. 



3. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 2 further comprising ^ 
st e ps of : 

accepting a message process request to perform predetermined functions 
on the messages presented in the consolidated message list; 

associating the message process request to the corresponding message 
presented in the consolidated message list; and 

transmitting the message process request to the selected ones of the 
plurality of individual messaging accounts. 

4. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 3 wherein the server 
comprises a networked proxy server. 

5. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 3 wherein selected ones 
of the plurality of individual messaging accounts have reassignable network 
addresses. 

6. (Original) The method of claim 3 wherein the P0P3 standard is 
utilized in at least one step. 

7. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 3 wherein the 
consolidated message list comprises a list of e-mail messages and the selected 
ones of the plurality of individual messaging accounts comprise different email 
accounts^ 

8. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 7 further comprising 
performing predetermined service functions at the message access port. 



9. (Currently Amended) A system for managing a plurality of messages 
stored in a plurality of individual messaging accounts, the system comprising: 

an account database associated with a server, wherein the account 
database stores at least one of passwords or and user IDs corresponding to the 
plurality of individual messaging accounts; 

a message port on the server adapted to accept an access request, 
wherein the access request includes authorization information and the access 
request enables access to the server, wherein the server determines selected 
ones of the plurality of individual messaging accounts based on information 
associated with a useri^ 

the server further being adapted to: 

authorize access to the server, 

reference the account database, 

match the at least one of the passwords or aF>d the user IDs with 
the corresponding selected ones of the plurality of individual messaging accounts 
determined In the access request, and 

access the selected ones of the plurality of individual messaging 
accounts by providing the corresponding passwords and/or user IDs to the 
selected ones of the plurality of individual messaging accounts; and 

a processor unit in communication with the message port, wherein the 
processor unit accesses the selected ones of the plurality of individual 
messaging accounts and retrieves a report of messages that are pending on the 
selected ones of the plurality of individual messaging accounts , and wherein the 
messages that are pending include one or more messages that are new and one 
or more messages that have been reported in a previous report . 



10. (Cancelled) 



11. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 9 wherein the 
messages comprise electronic mail and selected ones of the plurality of 
individual messaging accounts comprise different electronic mail accounts. 

12. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 9 wherein the server 
comprises a networl<ed proxy server. 

13. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 9 wherein the processor 
unit retrieves information from selected ones of the plurality of individual 
messaging accounts and creates a consolidated message list that includes at 
least the messages included in the report p e nd i ng on th e so l oct e d onos of the 
p l ura li ty of i nd i v i dual m e ssag i ng accounts . 

14. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 13 wherein the 
processor unit accepts message process requests that perform predetermined 
functions on the messages presented in the pending message list. 

15. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 14 wherein the message 
process requests comprise at least one of selecting messages, deleting 
messages or aftd reading messages. 

16. (Original) The system of claim 9 wherein the POPS standard is 
utilized in at least one communication. 

17. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 9, further comprising 
an administrative module in communication with the message access port, 
wherein the administrative module is adapted to perform predetermined service 
functions. 



18. (Currently Amended) A system for managing a plurality of 
messages stored in a plurality of individual messaging accounts, the system 
comprising: 

account database means for storing at least one of passwords or af^ user 
IDs corresponding to the plurality of individual messaging accounts, the account 
database means associated with a server; 

message port means for receiving an access request as an input to 
enable access to selected ones of the plurality of individual messaging accounts, 
wherein the selected ones of the plurality of individual messaging accounts are 
determined based on information associated with a user; 

server authorization means for authorizing access to the server based on 
authorization information associated with the user; 

referencing means for referencing the account database, wherein the 
account database stores corresponding ones of the at least one of the 
passwords or and the user IDs corresponding to the selected ones of the plurality 
of individual messaging accounts determined in the access request; 

matching means for matching the at least one of the passwords or an4 the 
user IDs with the corresponding selected ones of the plurality of individual 
messaging accounts determined in the access request; 

authorizing means for authorizing access to the selected ones of the 
plurality of individual messaging accounts by providing the selected ones of the 
plurality of individual messaging accounts with the matched passwords and/or 
user IDs; and 

processing means for communicating with the message port means, 
wherein the processing means accesses the selected ones of the plurality of 
individual messaging accounts and retrieves a report of messages that are 
pending on the selected ones of the plurality of individual messaging accounts^ 
and wherein the messages that are pending include one or more messaces that 



are new and one or more messages that have been reported in a previous 
report . 



19. (Cancelled) 

20. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 18 wherein the 
messages comprise electronic email and selected ones of the plurality of 
individual messaging accounts comprise different electronic mail accounts. 

21 . (Previously Presented) The system of claim 18 wherein the server 
comprises a networked proxy server. 

22. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 18 wherein the 
processing means retrieves information from selected ones of the plurality of 
individual messaging accounts and creates a consolidated message list that 
includes at least the messages included in the report p e nd i na on tho oo l octod 
on e s of th e p l ura l ity of i nd i v i dual messag i ng accounto . 

23. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 22 wherein the 
processing means accepts message process requests that perform 
predetermined functions on the messages presented in the pending message 
list. 

24. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 23 wherein the message 
process requests comprise at least one of selecting messages, deleting 
messages or aft4 reading messages. 



25. (Currently Amended) A storage medium for storing computer 
readable code, the computer readable code being executable to manage a 
plurality of messages stored in a plurality of individual messaging accounts, the 
medium comprising: 

computer readable code for providing an account database associated 
with a server, wherein the account database stores at least one of passwords or 
and user IDs corresponding to the plurality of individual messaging accounts; 

computer readable code for receiving an input of an access request to 
access selected ones of the plurality of individual messaging accounts, wherein 
the selected ones of the plurality of individual messaging accounts are 
determined based on information associated with a user; 

computer readable code for authorizing access to the server based on 
authorization information associated with the user; 

computer readable code for accessing the account database to retrieve 
the at least one of the passwords or and the user IDs corresponding to the 
selected ones of the plurality of individual messaging accounts; 

computer readable code for accessing the selected ones of the plurality of 
individual messaging accounts by providing the selected ones of the plurality of 
individual messaging accounts with the corresponding passwords and/or user 
IDs; and 

computer readable code for retrieving a report of messages that are 
pending from the selected ones of the plurality of individual messaging accounts^ 
wherein the messages that are pending include one or more messages that are 
new and one or more messages that have been reported in a previous report . 

26. (Currently Amended) The medium of claim 25 further comprising: 

computer readable code for creating a consolidated message list, 
including at least the messages included in the report p e nd i ng i n th e s olo ctod 
on e s of th e plurality of i nd i v i dua l m e ssag i ng accounts ; and 



computer readable code for transmitting the consolidated message list as 
an output. 

27. (Previously Presented) The medium of claim 26 further comprising: 

computer readable code for accepting a message process request; 

computer readable code for associating the message process request to 
the corresponding message presented in the consolidated message list; and 

computer readable code for transmitting the message process request to 
the selected ones of the plurality of individual messaging accounts. 

28. (Currently Amended) A system for enabling a user to manage a 
plurality of messages stored in two or more individual messaging accounts 
associated with different service providers, the system comprising: 

two or more individual messaging accounts associated with different 
service providers; 

an interface module for determining the user, authorizing the user and 
matching the user to the corresponding two or more individual messaging 
accounts; 

a storage module, wherein the storage module stores at least one of a 
user IDs or af>4 passwords corresponding to the two or more individual 
messaging accounts for the associated user; 

an authorization module for accessing each of the two or more individual 
messaging accounts associated with the user, wherein the authorization module 
references the storage module and matches the at least one of the user IDs or 
aR4 passwords with corresponding ones of the two or more individual messaging 
accounts associated with the user, and wherein the authorization module 
provides each of the two or more individual messaging accounts with the 
matching password and/or user IDs; and 



a report retrieving module that retrieves a report of messages that are 
pending on the selected ones of the plurality of individual messaging accounts^ 
wherein the messages that are pending include one or more messages that are 
new and one or more messages that have been reported in a previous report . 

29. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, wherein the 
matching password and/or user ID is different for each of the selected ones of 
the plurality of individual messaging accounts. 

30. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 , wherein the selected 
ones of the plurality of individual messaging accounts are accessed individually 
by providing a con^esponding password and/or user ID to each of the selected 
ones of the plurality of individual messaging accounts. 

31. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 9, wherein the server is 
further adapted to individually access each of the selected ones of the plurality of 
individual messaging accounts by providing each of the selected ones of the 
plurality of individual messaging accounts with a corresponding password and/or 
user ID. 

32. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 9, wherein the 
matching password and/or user ID is different for each of the selected ones of 
the plurality of individual messaging accounts. 

33. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 18, wherein the 
authorizing means individually accesses each of the selected ones of the plurality 
of individual messaging accounts by providing each of the selected ones of the 



plurality of individual messaging accounts with a corresponding password and/or 
user ID. 

34. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 18, wherein the 
matching password and/or user ID is different for each of the selected ones of 
the plurality of individual messaging accounts. 

35. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 25, wherein the 
authorizing means individually accesses each of the selected ones of the plurality 
of individual messaging accounts by providing each of the selected ones of the 
plurality of individual messaging accounts with a corresponding password and/or 
user ID. 

36. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 25, wherein the 
matching password and/or user ID is different for each of the selected ones of 
the plurality of individual messaging accounts. 

37. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 28, wherein the 
matching password and/or user ID is different for each of the two or more 
individual messaging accounts. 

38. (Currently Amended) A method of managing a plurality of 
messages stored in a plurality of individual messaging accounts using a proxy 
server, the method comprising: 

receiving an authorization request, the authorization request including 
user identification information; 

performing a proxy server authorization to enable access to the proxy 
server based on the user identification information; 



determining two or more individual messaging accounts associated with 
the user identification information; 

retrieving at least one of account passwords 0!ian4 account user IDs 
associated with the two or more individual messaging accounts; 

performing an individual messaging account authorization for the two or 
more individual messaging accounts by providing the two or more individual 
messaging accounts with corresponding ones of the at least one of the account 
passwords or aed the account user IDs; and 

retrieving a report of messages that are pending on the selected ones of 
the plurality of individual messaging accounts , wherein the messages that are 
pending include one or more messages that are new and one or more messages 
that have been reported in a previous report . 

39. (Currently Amended) A method of managing a plurality of 
messages stored in a plurality of individual messaging accounts using a proxy 
server, the method-comprising: 

providing a account database for storing at least one of passwords oraf^ 
user IDs corresponding to the plurality of individual messaging accounts; 

accepting a user access request for at least a first individual messaging 
account and a second individual messaging account, wherein the user access 
request includes user identification information; 

performing a first authorization based on the user identification 
information; 

accessing the account database to obtain at least one of a password or 
af\4 a user ID for at least the first individual messaging account and the second 
individual messaging account; 

performing an individual messaging account authorization that includes: 



providing at least one of a first user ID or aftd a first password to 
the first individual messaging account and providing at least one of a second 
user ID or and a second password to the second individual messaging accounti^ 
and 

retrieving a report of messages that are pending on the selected 
ones of the plurality of individual messaging accounts , wherein the messages 
that are pending include one or more messages that are new and one or more 
messages that have been reported in a previous report . 

40. (Currently Amended) A method of managing a plurality of 
messages stored In a plurality of individual messaging accounts, the method 
comprising: 

authorizing access to a server based on user identification information; 

accepting a user access request to access selected ones of the plurality of 
individual messaging accounts, wherein the plurality of individual messaging 
accounts are determined based on the user identification information; 

individually gaining authorization to access the selected ones of the 
plurality of individual messaging accounts, wherein the server provides the 
selected ones of the plurality of individual messaging accounts with account 
specific authorization information; and 

retrieving a report of messages that are pending on the selected ones of 
the plurality of individual messaging accounts , wherein the messages that are 
pending include one or more messages that are new and one or more messages 
that have been reported in a previous report . 

41 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 40 further comprising: 

presenting a consolidated message list on a user interface, the 
consolidated message list Including messages contained in the report so l octod 



on e s of th e plura li ty of i nd i vidual m e ssag i ng accounts , wherein the user interface 
comprises a first portion that lists the messages contained in the report sele ct e d 
ones of th e plura li ty of i nd i v i dual messag i ng accounts and a second portion that 
lists one or more account indicators that indicate which of the selected ones of 
the plurality of individual messaging accounts contains that corresponding 
messages from the first portion of the user interface. 

42. (Currently Amended) A method of managing a plurality of 
messages stored in a plurality of email messaging accounts using a proxy server, 
the method comprising: 

providing an account database for storing at least one of account-specific 
passwords or aftd account-specific user IDs corresponding to the plurality of 
email messaging accounts; 

receiving a user access request to access selected ones of the plurality of 
email messaging accounts, wherein the selected ones of the plurality of email 
messaging accounts are determined based on user identification information; 

authorizing access to the proxy server based on the user identification 
information; 

accessing an account database to obtain corresponding ones of the at 
least one of the account-specific passwords OLaf^ the account-specific user IDs 
for the selected ones of the plurality of email messaging accounts; 

matching the corresponding ones of the at least one of the account- 
specific passwords or aFt4 the account-specific user IDs with the corresponding 
selected ones of the plurality of email messaging accounts; 

individually gaining authorization to the selected ones of the plurality of 
email messaging accounts by providing the corresponding ones of the at least 
one of the account-specific passwords or_af^4 the account-specific user IDs to the 
selected ones of the plurality of email messaging accounts; and 



retrieving a report of messages that are pending on the selected ones of 
the plurality of individual messaging accounts , wherein the messages that are 
pending include one or more messages that are new and one or more messages 
that have been reported in a previous report . 

43. (Currently Amended) A system for managing a plurality of 
messages stored in a plurality of individual messaging accounts using a proxy 
server, the system comprising: 

authorization request receiving means for receiving an authorization 
request at a message access port on the proxy server, the authorization request 
including user identification information; 

proxy server authorization means for performing authorization to enable 
access to the proxy server based on the user identification information; 

account determining means for determining two or more individual 
messaging accounts associated with the user identification information; 

retrieving means for retrieving at least one of account passwords oraed 
aft account user IDs for the two or more individual messaging accounts; 

individual messaging account authorization means for performing 
authorization for the two or more individual messaging accounts by providing the 
two or more individual messaging accounts with corresponding ones of the at 
least one of the account passwords oraftd the account user IDs; and 

report retrieving means for retrieving a report of messages that are 
pending on the selected ones of the plurality of individual messaging accounts^. 
wherein the messages that are pending include one or more messages that are 
new and one or more messages that have been reported in a previous report . 



44. (Currently Amended) A system for managing a plurality of 
messages stored in a plurality of individual messaging accounts using a proxy 
server, the system comprising: 

an account database means for storing at least one of passwords or afi4 
user IDs corresponding to the plurality of individual messaging accounts; 

a message access means that accepts a user access request for at least 
a first individual messaging account and a second individual messaging account, 
wherein the message access means receives the user access request at a 
message access port on the proxy server, and wherein the user access request 
includes user identification information; 

a proxy server authorization means that performs an authorization based 
on the user identification information; 

an accessing means that accesses the account database to obtain at least 
one of a password or afi4 a user ID for at least the first individual messaging 
account and the second individual messaging account; 

an individual messaging account authorization means for performing 
authorization, the individual messaging account authorization means including: 

providing means for providing at least one of a first user ID orai^ a 
first password to the first individual messaging account and providing at least one 
of a second user ID orjaB4 a second password to the second individual 
messaging account, and 

report retrieving means for retrieving a report of messages that are 
pending on the selected ones of the plurality of individual messaging accounts^ 
wherein the messaces that are pending include one or more messages that are 
new and one or more messages that have been reported in a previous report . 

45. (Currently Amended) A system for managing a plurality of 
messages stored in a plurality of individual messaging accounts, the system 
comprising: 



an server authorization module that authorizes access to a server based 
on user identification information; 

a message access port that accepts, at the server, a user access request 
to access selected ones of the plurality of individual messaging accounts, 
wherein the plurality of individual messaging accounts are determined based on 
the user identification information; 

an individual account accessing module that individually gains 
authorization to access the selected ones of the plurality of individual messaging 
accounts, wherein the server provides the selected ones of the plurality of 
individual messaging accounts with account specific authorization information; 
and 

a report retrieving module that retrieves a report of messages that are 
pending on the selected ones of the plurality of individual messaging accounts^ 
wherein the messages that are pending include one or more messages that are 
new and one or more messages that have been reported in a previous report . 

46, (Currently Amended) The system of claim 45 further comprising: 

a consolidated message module that presents a consolidated message list 
on a user interface, the consolidated message list including messages contained 
in the report s e l e ct e d on e s of tho p l ura li tv of i nd i v i dua l messaging accountG , 
wherein the user interface comprises: 

a first portion that lists the messages contained in the selected 
ones of the plurality of individual messaging accounts, and 

a second portion that lists one or more account indicators that 
indicate which of the selected ones of the plurality of individual messaging 
accounts contains the corresponding messages from the first portion of the user 
interface. 



47. (Currently Amended) A method of accessing a plurality of individual 
messaging accounts individually using a single access request to a proxy server, 
the method comprising: 

receiving an access request for accessing selected ones of a plurality of 
individual messaging accounts and authorizing access to the proxy server;o 

automatically retrieving pre-stored account authorization information for 
the selected ones of the plurality of individual messaging accounts; 

individually authorizing the selected ones of the plurality of individual 
messaging accounts by providing the selected ones of the plurality of individual 
messaging accounts with the corresponding ptepre-stored authorization 
information; and 

retrieving a report of messages that are pending on the selected ones of 
the plurality of individual messaging accounts , wherein the messages that are 
pending include one or more messages that are new and one or more messaoes 
that have been reported in a previous report . 

48. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, wherein the 
corresponding passwords and/or user IDs are predefined for the selected ones of 
the individual messaging accounts. 

49. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 2, wherein the user 
interface comprisesr a first portion that lists messages pending in the selected 
ones of the plurality of individual messaging accounts^ and a second portion that 
lists one or more account indicators that indicate which of the selected ones of 
the plurality of individual messaging accounts contains the corresponding 
messages from the first portion. 



50. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 9, wherein the 
corresponding passwords and/or user IDs are predefined for the selected ones of 
the individual messaging accounts. 

51 . (Previously Presented) The system of claim 18, wherein the 
matched passwords and/or user IDs are predefined for the selected ones of the 
individual messaging accounts. 

52. (Previously Presented) The storage medium of claim 25, wherein 
the corresponding passwords and/or user IDs are predefined for the selected 
ones of the individual messaging accounts. 

53. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 28, wherein the 
matching passwords and/or user IDs are predefined for the selected ones of the 
individual messaging accounts. 



